
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 

 

WED 04th MAY APIARY MEETING  

SAT 14th MAY APIARY MEETING 

WED 25th MAY APIARY MEETING 

 

 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
 

SAT/MON 21st & 23rd MAY 

BBKA HYGIENIC BEHAVIOUR 
WORKSHOP AT BRIGHTON 

 

For timings and groups see our 
website www.wgbka.org  

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

 

Although bees in general came through the winter quite weak losses were much lower than in recent years.  
 
The good weather has given them an opportunity to forge ahead and they have done so. There have been 
several early swarms and if there is a good spell of weather later both parent colonies and swarms should 
produce a good crop of honey. Those who have been able to make strong nuclei should also get honey this 
year. 
 
I was called out to a swarm at the foot of the control tower at Gatwick Airport and that was a huge bundle of 
fun. The original call was to Daisy who was working on the coast so she passed it onto me. The contact I had 
was at Stansted Airport at the time, but gave me instructions and made arrangement for when I arrived. I 
took the dogs and was immediately told I couldn’t take them “airside”, so I found shade for them. I had to 
take my passport as identification so I could get a security pass. My driving licence is an old one without a 
photo and in several bits, so that wasn’t acceptable. I arrived and had to fill in several forms, then was told 
security would take everything out of my car to search it, which considering the contents would have taken 
about a fortnight and as I normally carry various tools such as a faghook it was suggested I put my bee kit in 
an airport car. 
 
We then drove a couple of miles to get me a pass, then off to the security post to go through exactly the same 
scanners as passengers do. They wanted to know what the smoker was for. When I told them I was told I 
would be going into an area where I couldn’t have a naked flame without another permit which would take 
some time to obtain. I set the alarm off so I had to take my boots off, but they let me through with a hive tool 
and penknife! 
 
The swarm had apparently been there 4 days already, and had lost a lot of bees. It had clustered on some old 
metal shelving that had been discarded. It was in an area between a brick shed and the control tower where it 
was very windy, so that was probably why it hadn’t moved. With no smoker the only chance I had of 
collecting it was to put the skep over it and hope the bees would go in it. I told the person who accompanied 
me it would probably take an hour. His reply was “I can’t wait that long, I’m going home soon!” I left them 
there. I keep telling you beekeeping is fun. 
 
I had hoped to make some OMFs last winter, but didn’t have time to do them. For those who asked me I will 
make it a priority for next winter. 
 
Already there are signs of bees not doing what they should. This season I have seen a couple of colonies 
swarm without leaving sealed queen cells, seen both swarm and emergency cells in a hive with the queen 
present and a colony swarm leaving one supersedure cell. These are all things that didn’t happen a few years 
ago and have become part of beekeeping. Note they are all pheromone related, so keep your eyes open. 

Roger 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Bait Hives 
 

With the swarm season well under way rather earlier than usual due to the fine weather in April; it is a good 
idea to have a bait hive out in a suitable location.  
 
If this is a well-used hive that has some wax and propolis residue and an old frame or two in it there is a good 
chance of it being adopted by a swarm looking for a new home. For the bees to find it attractive the hive 
needs to feel defendable for them, so for bait hives you need a solid floor, not mesh.  
 
For anyone who hasn’t got a solid floor we have a small number of new ones available, in flatpack, at a 
bargain price of just £11 each complete with nails and assembly instructions.  They must be ordered in 
advance from Tom who will arrange to get them to the next apiary meeting (see email address at the top of 
the newsletter). More Hints & Tips are available  on the BBKA website 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/hints_and_tips.php 

 

 

Our Expectations from Beekeeping 
 

We probably all keep bees for a mixture of reasons, and have different interests and ambitions for our 
beekeeping.  At the WGBKA apiary meetings we do our best to advance everyone’s knowledge and skills, in 
the expectation that it will make their beekeeping more successful and that from this they will get more 
enjoyment from their bees.  However, in most cases we don’t have a clear idea of what anyone’s 
expectations are, and thus do not really know how well we are meeting them (or how far short we fall). 
 
In an attempt to understand better what is wanted, and what expectations members have, I plan to talk to 
individuals at meetings through the summer, asking for information and feedback.  From that we hope to 
evolve what we do in WGBKA to meet the needs and wishes of members as well as what is possible, given 
that we are all doing this as a hobby within busy lives. 
 
Time is always limited at meetings and it may be a while before I get round many people.  Meanwhile, if 
anyone would like to email me with comments or observations on what they hope to get from attending 
meetings, their plans for their beekeeping over the years, and how we might help, I would be happy to hear 
from you. 
 

 

Pollen 
 

We all watch the bees bringing in pollen, and see it stored in the hive.  I am sure we all also wonder which 
plants it is coming from – especially when we see a range of colours and areas of the comb look like a 
stained-glass window. 
 
It is possible to develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of pollen, its sources, structure and purpose.  
None of this is essential to successful beekeeping, but I am aware that there are several members who might 
be interested in being part of a ‘special interest’ group on pollen.  This would include microscopy on pollen 
samples and perhaps on honey.  We can’t make much progress with a group until at least one or two people 
have had a bit of training, and I am currently looking at what might be available.  If there is enough interest we 
might even be able to get a high level specialist course run for us (either as a Division, or for all West Sussex 
Divisions) though this, run over 2 days, would probably cost around £100 per head. 
 
If you would be interested in joining a specialist pollen group (not necessarily involving any expense) please 
let me know by email.  I will record names of those interested, and keep all informed of what progress I make. 
 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/hints_and_tips.php


 

 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 

 

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings throughout the summer (subject to stock). 

 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet .com  

so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there  

is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting. 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise. 

             
Frames  (frames are unassembled) 

DN1/BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers ………… 60p 

SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers ………………… 60p 
 

Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .………………………….………..…   £1.00 

    Full box (500 grams) ………..…………………………....   £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) ……………………………………..……..         40p 
 

Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone cell …… …………………….         50p 
 

Wired Brood ………………………………………………………………..            80p 
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

 

Spacers 

Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ………………………………    10p (20p/pair) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) ……………… £1.80/pair 

 

Sundries 

Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc. ………………...    £1.25  

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end …………………………....       £8.50 

Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ……………………………………………..   £4.00 

‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...……………      £5.00 
 

Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony) ……………...   £2.10 

               Pack of 10 sachets ..  £20.00 

 

Payment can be made in cash, or by cheque.  Please make cheques payable to: 

 

 WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

Prices correct at March 2011. 
 

Brood frame + foundation £1.40 each (£15.40 for 11 to fill a national box) 
Super frame + foundation £1.10 each (£12.10 for 11 to fill a national super 

 

 


